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About the Series
We’ve began a new sermon series last week called “7 Essential Questions.”  The series will take us all the way through Easter Sunday and will hopefully prepare us to celebrate Holy Week and the resurrection of our Savior in a way we have never done before.  We are continuing in the season of Lent, and following the question, “Who is Jesus?”  This is an incredibly essential question that each of us will be expected to answer.  Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through me.”  For those that believe / He is the Christ, / the Messiah, / the Savior of the world / we know that making Him Lord of our life and following Him as a disciple is putting in action the answer to the question, “Who is Jesus?
Opening Introduction
===Illustration=== (Pause)
Steve and Lisa met and fell in love while earning their MBAs at a leading university. Young, sharp, and highly motivated, they shared a common goal to succeed in business, make a lot of money, and live the American dream. Immediately after receiving their MBA degrees, Steve and Lisa married. Soon thereafter they accepted business positions in a large city. A decade later found them earning huge incomes in major-league, high-finance corporations. Although their jobs routinely demanded sixty to eighty hours of work per week, the money was great, and they loved spending it. They bought a large house in a fashionable part of the city. Between the two of them, they owned four cars. They even purchased a boat. Their entire lives focused on career success, money, and the stuff money could buy.
Steve and Lisa were now pushing forty years of age. With her biological clock ticking louder every year, Lisa wanted a child. About a year later they had a son, whom they named Nathan. Steve and Lisa had it all—youth, success, money, and now a beautiful child. But things were not right in their souls. Since both of them worked an enormous number of hours, Nathan stayed in day care all day, and a nanny took care of him most evenings. Steve and Lisa rarely spent time together and had minimal contact with their baby. And, because of their busy schedules, they had virtually no time for friends, community affairs, or church. By the time Nathan was a year old, Steve and Lisa hit a crisis point. They asked themselves, “Is this all there is to life? Do we really want to put in endless hours at work in order to make more money and buy more stuff?”
Eventually Steve and Lisa realized that climbing the corporate ladder of success, making boatloads of money, and buying lots of stuff was not a big enough life. So they made a life-changing decision. On the same day they both resigned their jobs. Steve took a forty-hour-a-week job managing a small business that paid less than half of his corporate salary. Lisa took a part-time job as a business consultant working two days per week, making about 20 percent of her previous income. They sold their huge house and purchased a simple home in a middle-class neighborhood. They also sold their boat, and two of their four cars. Although their new life proved dramatically different, for Steve and Lisa, less equaled more. They now had time for each other, for Nathan, and for their friends. They also got involved in their community and went back to church. Although they earned substantially less income, life was far richer.
Six years later, when Nathan turned seven years old, his second-grade teacher gave her class a unique assignment. She told each student to write a brief essay and to draw a picture depicting their version of a perfect life. Nathan completed the assignment and turned it in to his teacher. After she graded the assignment, Nathan brought it home, along with some math and spelling worksheets. He laid them on the kitchen table and went out to play with his neighborhood friends. Later Lisa sat down at the table and picked up Nathan’s papers. As she looked at his “perfect life” assignment, tears began to flow down her face. In fact, she began to weep—not out of sadness but out of joy.
Nathan’s perfect life project had three sections. First, he drew a picture of his modest house. The drawing included Nathan, his mom and dad, and his dog. Under the drawing of his house he wrote “My home.” To the right of his house he drew a checkerboard with faces inside each square. The caption under the drawing read, “My friends.” Next to his friends Nathan drew a picture of a church with a steeple. The caption read, “My church.” Under the three pictures of his home, friends, and church, Nathan wrote his brief essay. He said, “A perfect life for me is the life that I’m in right now. I have a lot of friends, and a good family too, and a good church. I do not need a perfect life.  I already have a perfect life.”
Unlike many Americans, Steve, Lisa, and Nathan have figured out what matters most in life. They’ve learned that career success, money, big houses, and status cars are not the main thing. Instead, what matters most are our relationships—with God and with others. 
What Matters Most…
Turn in your Bibles to Mark 12:28-34 and let’s all stand for the reading of God’s word.


Mark 12:28–34 (ESV) 
28And one of the scribes came up and heard them disputing with one another, and seeing that he answered them well, asked him, “Which commandment is the most important of all?” 
29Jesus answered, “The most important is, ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 
30And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ 
31The second is this: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than these.” 
32And the scribe said to him, “You are right, Teacher. You have truly said that he is one, and there is no other besides him. 
33And to love him with all the heart and with all the understanding and with all the strength, and to love one’s neighbor as oneself, is much more than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.” 
34And when Jesus saw that he answered wisely, he said to him, “You are not far from the kingdom of God.” And after that no one dared to ask him any more questions. 
Let’s Pray…
Holy God, we stand before you with reverence and honor for the reading of Your word.  Thank you for Your son, Jesus who you sent to be the Passover lamb for us and once and for all, defeat death and the penalty of sin.  Holy Spirit, we pray that you will open our spiritual eyes to see your word in a fresh way today.  May the words of my mouth and the meditation of our heart be pleasing to you, O LORD, our rock and our redeemer.  AMEN!
Our Big Idea: What Matters Most?
· What is the actual meaning of the subject?
· Most of us want to do things that matter or make a difference in the world.  Our opening story goes along with what some might call pursuing the American dream.
· This is like asking the question, “What is my priority”
· The important thing to understand is what are we asking this question in reference to?  We need to answer this in reference to God and nothing else.
Our passage gives us a clear answer to this question.  Jesus gave us the answer to what matters most!
Historical and Textual Background
The scribe in the passage is presenting a question to Jesus.
In this passage, it seems as though he came with no apparent hostility or hidden motive to evaluate Jesus’ skill in answering a highly-debated subject amongst his fellow scribes. Traditionally the scribes spoke of 613 individual commandments of the Mosaic Law—365 negative ones and 248 positive ones. While they believed all were binding, they assumed there was a distinction between weightier and lighter statutes and often attempted to sum up the whole Law in a single unifying command.
In light of this debate, this Law teacher asked Jesus, Which commandment is the most important of them all?
Jesus draws his answer first from the Shema, which is recited twice a day by the Jews.
In that first commandment he references Deuteronomy 6:4-5
4 “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. 5 You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. 
The second commandment Jesus draws from Leviticus 19:18
18 You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against the sons of your own people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the LORD. 
To understand what matter most, I’d like to suggest we need to have an understanding of what love is and how we should express that love to God and to one another.
Point 1: What is Love?
A definition from the new Bible dictionary says that, In the OT love, whether human or divine, is the deepest possible expression of the personality and of the closeness of personal relations. In the NT love is the highest and noblest form of affection.
Love is an all-inclusive affection.
The love we are referencing here is one that is not a passing comment or a simple feeling. 
Corresponding Passages:
1 John 4:7–11 (ESV) 
7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God and knows God. 8 Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9 In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him. 10 In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 
In this passage is a foreshadow of how we should love one another, but that command bookends the love that God has for us.
Gary Chapman once reflected on the writing of his book, The 5 Love Languages. He writes, “I realized rather quickly that all of these love languages flow from God’s love. He speaks all five languages fluently. The Bible is filled with ‘Words of Affirmation’ where God verbalizes His love to us. Christmas reminds us that He gave us the greatest gift of all when He sent His son. Yes, God is a ‘Gift Giver’. What about ‘Acts of Service’? That is what the cross is all about. Christ paid our penalty. Follow the life of Jesus and you see Him speaking the love language of ‘Physical Touch’. And for all who want it, God is ready to spend ‘Quality Time’. Turn your thoughts toward him and you will find his thoughts are already on you. God is love.”


Point 2: How should we love God?
Illustration: 
It is said that in a park in Europe, next to a beautiful flower bed, there is a sign, written in three languages: 
In German the sign says: Picking flowers is prohibited. 
In English: Please do not pick the flowers.
In French: Those who love flowers will not pick them. 
What is our motivation for doing Gods will, ..... What is our motivation for obeying Gods commands? 
Is it Fear of authority? .... Picking flowers is prohibited.
Is it a desire for Gods approval and the approval of others? ...... Please do not pick the flowers. 
Or is it love? Those who love flowers will not pick them. Now there is no underling meaning to the different languages used and the different motivations we might see here.  It’s more of an illustration helping us to work through… 
What does it mean "To love God"?
The command, Love the Lord your God (Deut. 6:5), calls for a commitment to God that is personal, comprehensive, and wholehearted. There is an emphasis by repeating the words “with all your” and then followed by the various terms relating to our personality
· heart (the sincerity of thought and feelings)
· soul (self-conscious life or our emotional nature)
· mind (our thought capacity or intellect)
· might or strength (our energies or bodily powers).
Another way to understand this command is that we should love God with the most sincerity, in the deepest of our being, with the fullest intellect, and with our whole energies.
Love for God with your whole personality (Dt. 6:5).  This is not to be understood as merely following rules but rather engaging in a relationship with God.
Look again at 1 John 4, particularly verses 9 & 10.
God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him. 10 In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.
Because of sin we became God’s enemy, but God first loved us and willingly gave His Son to be a living sacrifice for our sins through His crucifixion.  This transforms us from enemy to adopted child when we accept his gift of love and recognize His love for us.  And an enemy’s relationship with his foe is much different than a child with his or her father.
And then John reminds us that if God “loved us we ought to love one another.
Point 3: How should we love one another?
As yourself…this has some reference to Matthew 7:12 where we find what many call the golden rule, 12 “So whatever you wish that others would do to you, do also to them, for this is the Law and the Prophets. 
In the OT, mutual love is what God asks of us. Jesus challenges us all that the commandment to love one’s neighbor is not to limit your love to those that are in close proximity to you. He extended this demand for love to include enemies and persecutors.
Komran’s story of praying for his captor’s back pain.
Think of the parable of the good Samaritan.
Scripture reinforces Christ’s words to the scribe.
1 John 4:21 (ESV) 
21 And this commandment we have from him: whoever loves God must also love his brother. 
Christ says to love one another as you would love yourself.
1 Peter 4:7–11 (ESV) 
7 The end of all things is at hand; therefore be self-controlled and sober-minded for the sake of your prayers. 8 Above all, keep loving one another earnestly, since love covers a multitude of sins. 9 Show hospitality to one another without grumbling. 10 As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God’s varied grace: 11 whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, as one who serves by the strength that God supplies—in order that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. To him belong glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 


Transition to Communion
Because of God's great love for us, he sent his Son to die for us, to pay a ransom to redeem us from sin. This is a central truth of our lives as Christians. As often as we observe the Lord's Supper, we should let it remind us afresh of God's love for us, a love that will never fail, a love that will never get smaller. As we move closer to the commemoration of Jesus' death burial and resurrection, we can be gloriously confident of God's love for us. However, we are also mindful that Jesus died because of our sin. He went to the cross because humans chose to decide for themselves what is right and wrong. We have all done that, and we have all repented of that — many times. We seek to do God's will, not our own. So the Lord's Supper is a reminder to us to humble ourselves (even as Jesus did, even unto death on a cross) and seek to serve others (Phil. 2:4-8).
As we continue worshipping this morning, I’d like to ask that we stop and take a moment to consider that we are about to participate in an activity that our Lord and Savior commended the disciples to do in remembrance of Him.  
1 Corinthians 11:23 and following…
23 For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.” 
Break the Bread then raise the cup
25 In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26 For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
Before we receive communion, I’d ask that you take a moment and allow yourself some time to be with the Lord and examine your heart.  Because we are reminded by Paul that, 
28 Everyone ought to examine themselves before they eat of the bread and drink from the cup. 
This is not to so that we can say that we disqualify ourselves or that we are good enough to participate, but rather that we be honest and open with God.
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us, but if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. (After some quite)  
Please pray with me…
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. We ask Your blessing on these elements of bread and juice as we partake of them in remembrance of You.  In the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, Amen.


Begin communion…

Conclusion
Please pray with me before our closing song… 
During the song…
[bookmark: _GoBack]“Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.  And you shall love your neighbor as yourself.”
Benediction
Now hear these words from A.W. Tozer, “The moment we make up our minds that we are going on with determination to exalt God overall, we step out of the world’s parade…. We acquire a new viewpoint; a new and different psychology will be formed within us; a new power will begin to surprise us by its upsurgings and its outgoings.”  Go now; Love God with all your heart, soul, mind and strength, and love your neighbor as yourself.  Amen
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